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most agreeable life, without being obliged to
make pilgrimages from the house of one to
the house of the other. " It has always puz-
zled me," says he, " that no true passion grew
out of this intimacy; but whatever the causes
of such great reserve, there remained from this
union a tender and abiding friendship."

Attempts have been made to convert Morel-
let's regrets upon this subject into an historical
problem, upon which a wealth of erudition has
been expended. Many writers have dealt with
the question. If Turgot exhibited the reserve
with which Morellet seems to reproach him,
and if he let slip the opportunity for so well-
assorted a match, it was, say some, because he
had already taken orders. Such, at least, is
the opinion of Delort, author of " The History
of the Detention of Philosophers and Men of
Letters in the Bastille." But this opinion is
based, in the first instance, upon a very doubt-
ful text, and upon many other very contra-
dictory ones. It is certain that Turgot is
designated, in some documents of the House
of the Sorbonne, as a Parisian deacon; it is no
less certain that in others equally authentic he
is classed among the simple acolytes. In the
first case, he would have taken orders; in the
other, he would have remained free, Other
writers do not seek so far; they think him toon-
